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The following dedication, copied from 
‘* THE oL10,” with a few alterations, 
so well suits the purpose, that we 

phave ceterminedg¢to affix it to the 
Dawn. 


To the Junior Class of Society, who have patronized our 
paper and contributed to its usefulness by their pro- 
ductions—whose ambition has led them to soar 
above the follies attendant on youth—who, 
to benefit themselves, to honor their pa- 
rents and their country, have 
spent the flower of life and 
trimmed their midnight 
lamps in acquiring solid and 
useful information-whose mental 
powers have been expanded by the 
Dawn of reason—those who flushed with 
success, have not stooped to become the advocates 
of sentiments in themselves radically wrong—and 
endeavored to gain a station worthy the nature of man, 

THIS VOLUME IS HUMBL? DEDICATED, Br 


THE EDITOR. 
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«¢ Cultivation is as necessary to the mind, as food is to the body.” 


“If good we plant not, vice will fill the place ; 
And rankest weeds the richest soils deface.” 

















In presenting to the public the first number of the 
Dawn, it is deemed necessary to set forth the object in 
view; and considering the youth of the editor, it becomes 
doubly so. | 
ie The object of our paper is to afford the youth of this 
Borough and vicinity, an opportunity of bringing into 
action those latent talents which the editor is well per- 
suaded too often remain uncultivated, for want of a pub- 
)‘o lication of this kind. 

», The importance and utility of such a publication must 
| —be evident to every reflecting mind. It will be the 
| c-means of exciting an emulation for literary superiority ; 
' _ thus bringing into action, talents which ecuion might 
‘have long lain dormant; thereby preparing us for the oc- 
_ }tupancy of stations in life, to which we may in our ma- 

“turer years be called. , 

, As the principal object of the Dawn is to improve 
| the mind, nothing that would have a tendency to cor- 
2; |  Yrupt the morals, to trifle with, or excite mirth on Re- 

ligious pebiects, will be admitted sand thus, should: it 
| _ do no good, it is hopedit will do . a “To expose 
Vice and Folly, will ever be the wish of the editor. 











From Fotty’s brow to tear the mask away, 
Make vice himself his ugly face display.” 


The editor having access to an extensive Library, will oc- 
casionally make such selections as will « variegate the 
scene, and strew the path with flowers.” 

Many other advantages might be offered as induce- 
ments to patronize our paper, but more isdeemed su- 
periluous. ) 


The patronage of the “fair sex’ is-particularly so- 
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licited, and we trust they will enrich our paper by con- 
tributing te its columns. 
= 

We wish our readers to bear in mind that the original 
matter in our paper is written by youths, whose compo- 
sitions seldom, if ever before appeared in print:—it 
therefore cannot reasonably be expected they will bear 
the stamp of riper years. 

Postmasters at adistance, and persons in our 
immediate neighborhood who hold subscription papers for 
the “ Dawn,” are respectfully solicited to forward them 
to the Editor immediately. The subscription is yet too 
small to defray the expense of publication, and we are 
anxious to know our fate; whether we shall be the means 
of cultivating and enlightening the minds of the youth ot 
Delaware, or whether they shall be permitted to grope 
their way in ignorance. 
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We tender our grateful acknowledgments to the pat- 
rons of the “Juvenile Gazette” for their generosity 
towards us already shewn, and trust they will in addition 
to their pecuniary aid, grant that of their pens. As it 
is principally to them we have looked, and shall contin- 
ue to look for that assistance which will make the Dawn 
shine forth in its meridian splendor, and become a useful! 
vehicle of information and amusement, we hope we shall 
not be disappointed. 





\———— 

It will be perceived that several articles inserted in this 
number have been copied from the * Juvenile Gazette,’ 
and as we shall in all probability, continue to make selec- 
tions from that pares it may not be improper to inform 
our readers of the existence of such a publication. 

{ri the summer of 1820, a number of the youth of 
Wilmington formed themselves into an association un- 
der the title of the “ Juvenile Literary Society,’ the ob- 
ject of which, was “ the improvement of the mind, and the 
suppression of vice and immorality.” They met once a 
week, and each member in his turn read a passage from 
some suitable book, upon which amy one who saw proper 
was at liberty to comment. ; 

The Society had been in operation about eight months, 
when one of its members proposed for the consideration | 
of the others, a plan for issuing a paper, by which all who 
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subscribed were bound to contribute something original 
to its columns. The communications when written were 
forwarded to the Editor, who transcribed them upon a 
sheet of paper, and when done, it was handed round a- 
mong the members for perusal, and finally to the Editor 
for preservation. , 

Thus has a thirst for high attainments in literature 
been elicited, the mind improved, and many young per- 
sons induced to.call into action, talents which might 
have long lain concéaled. 

We have been thus particular in introducing the “ Ju- 
wenile Gazette,” in order that youths in the country may 
be induced to “ go and do likewise.” 


—<<aP 99090300 ——— 
From the Juvenile Gazette. 

Mr. Eviror,—There is something uncommonly pleas- 
ing in the conversation of a person who is possessed of 
a knowledge of books; his conversation produces that 
silent attention which marks the sentiments of a learned 
man. Hence it is, that learning is advocated and ap- 
preciated by men of sound judgment, who, perceiving 
the attention it attracts, and the hold which it catches on 
the affections, have deemed it one of the most essential 
qualifications of man, to produce the desired effect upon 
those he addresses. ‘The acquaintance of authors has been 
sought after by all who expect to make a debut into the 
world in any capacity which requires the exercise of 
mental abilities. A person cannot attain any height in 
literature without an acquaintance with books. ‘lhe in- 
struction to be gained by the perusal of Authors, is beyond 
my abilities to describe 5 it purifies the imagination, (Lam 
not speaking of novels, romances, and the like,) roots out 
or keeps down the turbulent passions which are so detri- 
mental to man in the pursuit of good; it improves the 
taste, and makes the reader pant after the abilities, and 
a subject like unto that upon which the author he is pe- 
rusing has exerted his. 

Youth is generally allowed to be the age most propiti- 
ous to improvement and education; it is then that the 
mind is susceptible of the slightest impressions ; itis then 
that the mind can be biased by the simplest arguments ; 
itis then that it can be easily directed to the path of 
good or evil,as the company or education points it. 

By these premises it may be plainly seen that youth 
is the time to commence reading, as an expeditious way 
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to improve the mind and inculcate principles of religion 
and morality. 

A choice of books is the chief danger which meets a 
young person in this pursuit; on this depends his future 
greatness in literature. If his choice be judicious he 
stands a great chance of soon attaining Pernassus’ heights; 
but if his choice be of such as have a strong tendency to 
vitiate his taste and morals, there is scarce a likelihood 


that he will arrive at real merit: works of morality and - 


religion are the most adviseable for the improvement of 
the mind; and a person posessed of such qualities, 1s ge- 
nerally looked upon and treated with reverence; espe- 
cially the latter. ‘The perusal of such works creates in 
the mind a desire after such truths as they inculcate; it 
raises the mind above the grovelling state to which it is 
naturally prone, makes it look to subjects which are well 
worth all the pains that could be spent in acquiring them, 
and which, when possessed, redound honor to the pos- 
sessor. While on the other hand, all the frivolity which 
vicious books display and impress, are of little efficacy 
in assisting to obtain any height in literature, or gain the 
praise and patronage of men of talents or sound judge- 
ment. Their sentiments gain no esteem in the sight of 
men who are the true and ingenious friends of learning. 
They are sought after with avidity only by those who are 
not possessed of sound sense and judgment; and used by 
them to glaze their affections with a false glare of wit. 
it has been observed by many, “ that wit and judgement 
are seldom possessed by the same person.”? ‘This has al- 
lusion to such wit as presents itself in all conversation 
and writings in the form of satire, iropy &c. and is gene- 
rally engendered in the minds of such as have only a 
smattering knowledge, or whose time has been spent in 
the perusal of vicious, immoral or irreligious books, or in 
the company of unlearned, thoughtless and dissipated 
companions. 

I conclude by wishing that all who are striving to at- 
tain literary. wealth, may make choice of the sure and 
perfect mode of attaining it. I also wish that original 
productions may flow into your paper in abundance. 

Ht, 


Have not to do with any man in his passion, for men 
are not like iron, to be wrought upon when hot, 
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The following anecdote which places in a strong light 
the folly of anticipating trouble, is copied from the 
‘Ladies Literary Cabinet,’ a work edited by S. Woop; 
worTH, Esq. of New York. 

A country-woman set her daughter, a girl of fifteen, to 
bake while she went tea neighbors. She returned and 
found the oven: sparkling hot, and her daughter in ano- 
ther apartment, in the greatest agony and in tears. A 
sight so unexpected, excited the tenderest sympathies in 
the maternal bosom, and solicitude for thecause. After 
much entreaty the daughter complied. I was think- 
ing” said she, if I was married and should have a dear 
little child, and it should live to run about, and I should 
be baking as I am now, and should go out for fuel, and 
should leave it alone, and it should take a chair, and get 
up to the mouth of the oven, and should crawl in, and 
should burn itself to death, what a terrible thing it would 


be: Oh! Oh! Oh! dear what should I do, 
-1 Receipt to make a fourth-proof Dandy. 
BY A LADY. 

Take abrainless and beardless boy about eighteen yéars 
of age; stuff him with nine ounces of variety, twelve oun- 
ces of double-refined conceit, twenty-five lbs. of pure 
pride,and three grains of common sense; if his noddle 
will bear it, steep him five hours ma tub of liquid pre- 
sumption; then dry him—dress him up with a bellcrown-. 
ed hat, having an half-inch brim, four neck cloths and a 
full pad round his throat, a light white jacket four inches 
long, a pair of well-braced corsets, a short waisted, tight- 
buttoned, fan-tail frock coat, a pair of large bag trowsers, 
moderately covering his breast, a pair of white kid gloves, 
a well varnished crooked cane, a segar in his mouth, and 
a twelve inch watch chain, with a key and five seals— 
in case the unfortunate creature is not worth a real watch, 
a dumb one, or a neat little hook in the fob will answer 
every purpose. Having, by this process, completed the 
figure, brush it up, praise it, and flatter it, then let it 
loose in the street, and it will be as conspicuous as most 
dandies are. Sat. Ev. Post. 





There is nothing more common than for great rogues 
to ride in triumph, when little ones are punished. But 
let wickedness escape as it may, at the bar, it never fails 
of doing justice to itself; for every guilty person is his 
own penitentiary. 
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A painter was employed in painting a ship in the river, 
suspended on a stage under the ship’s stern. The cap- 
tain who had just got into the boat alongside, for the pur- 
pose of going ashore, ordered the boy to let go the pain- 
ter (that is the rope which makes fast the boat.) The 
voy who had never been at sea, and was ignorant of the 
term, ran instantly aft, and let go the ropes by which the 
stage was held. ‘The captain surprised at the boy’s de- 
lay, roared out, “You lazy dog, why don’t you let go the 
painter?” The boy replied, “He’s gone, sir, pots and 
all.” 


== 


For the Dawn. 


ATHY MN. 
The Saviour wept, as well he might, 
O’er sin and sinners tvo; 
Behold, my soul, the mournful sight, 
For Oh! he wept for you. 


The Saviour bled on Calvary, 
For sinful man he died ; 

Behold, my soul, the tragedy, 
And be thou sanctified. 


; But lo! the Saviour from the grave 


Is seen to rise on high, 
He goes asinful world to save, 
For this he mounts the sky. 


He goes for man to intercede, 
Before his Father’s throne; 


«¢My soul from sin forever free’d,” 
Shal’t call him all thy own. 
| Q.° 


[The following Juvenile production was sent to the of- 


fice of the Watchman for publication in that paper ; but as 
the columns of the Dawn were thought to be a more ap- 
prop.iate medium for givin 

was handed to the editor. ] 


g publicity to such pieces, it 


See yonder lilly of the vale, 
How high it lifts its beauteous head ; 
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Lends sweetest fragrance to the gale, 
And beauty toits rural bed. 
This is Eliza whose soft heart 
Ts free from guile and void of art. 
Observe yon rich sweet-briar rose, 
That sweetly blushing as it blows, 
With fragrance scents the air ; 
I'll call it by fair Catharine’s name, 
In beauteous sweetness just the same, 
The fairest of the fair. 
Who would not risk its sharpest thorn, 
Yo bear it far from where ’twas born P 
But yonder see the rose Geranium stand, 
A richer flower claims not the florists hand ; 
Whether in garden or in wilds it grows, 
Celestial fragrance from its foliage flows ; 
And if it shed abroad its rich perfumes 
On lonely deserts, or in lofty rooms, 
Or deck the palace, or adorn its bowers, 
Stilt all must haif itas the queen Of flowers. 
°Tis Helen beautiful, yet void of art, 
Rich in the sterling virtues of the heart, 
Who justly in herself combin’d 
An angel’s beauty with a seraph’s mind. 
And here one lovelter fair I know, 
With speaking glance, and neck of snow; 
A faultless form, and virtuous soul, 
That breathes enchantment o’er the whole, 
No flower can with this compare, | 


The Fleur de luce is not so fair ; 


Jn vain to mock her skin the snow-drop tries ; 
Mix’d with her breath the violet’s sweetnes dies: 
A. flower.like her can have no birth, 
Upon this cold and barren earth. 
And what her name ? why let it sleep, 
And o’er it love his vigils keep: 
The name of one so Heavenly fair 
Should ne’er be whisper’d save in pray’r. 
And am I doom’d to leave the spot 
And all its beauties, far behind 
Oh! ne’er will be its flowers forgot, 
Nor fade their beauty in my mind, 
Nor would I pensive mourn my lot, 
Nor sigh upon the mount to stay, 
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If I might, when I leave the spot, 


But bear one lovely flower away. 
Epwanrp. 





From the Juvenile Gazette. 

The brilliant moon has from her chambers rose 
And o’er the land a beauteous gilding throws : 
The glittering stars the heavens illume, 
And ebon night a daylight doth assume. 
In sober silence clad all nature seems, 
Except the distant noise of limpid steeams, 
Whose waters gently falling o’er some rock, 
Doth dare the silence of the scene to mock. 
‘The sylvan choristers have clos’d their throats; 
No gentle zephyr on air’s bosom floats, 
No how! of ravenous beast invades the ear, 
Nothing is heard or seen to excite fear. 

Oh! that my night of life may be like this, 
All things conspiring to produce true bliss; 
Oh ! may no clouds of sorrow thwart my mind, 
May trouble be not unto me consign’d. 
As doth the burnish’d moon from wond’rous height, 
Consent to give the earth her borrow’d light; 
So let Reticion’s soft enlight’ning beams 
Lull my poor age-worn soul in pious dreams; 
And may it my eternal portion be, 
Her swetest, pure effects, to feel and see. 
As doth the lesser planets in the heavens shine, 
So may the moral virtues all be mine, 
And when grim death to me approaches near, 
May I resign my breath and know no fear. 

3 N. 


CONDITIONS :—The Dawn is published twice a 
month, by Lewis Witson, No.105, Market Street, - 
Wilmington, Del. at 75cts. a year; payable half yearly 
in advance. é; 

pcp All letters to the Editor must be post paid. 

Persons who fre not subscribers, to whom this number 
js sent, are requested to consider it in the light of an in- 
vitation to patronize our papers; and those to whom it is 
not sent, willenot we hope, consider themselves slighted ; 
but be kind @nough to leave their names with us, and we 
will endeavor to have them served faithfully hereafter. 
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